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With the advent of higher fertilizer prices, growers should be doing monitor soil testing 
through a lab that participates in the ASPAC proficiency program for pH, phosphorus,  

potassium, calcium, magnesium, sodium, electrical conductivity and organic carbon.  Select 
some paddocks that represent different soil types or management options and sample at the 

same time each year, preferably when soils are dry.  Soil testing can tell you what is 
available in the soil whereas plant tissue analysis indicates what plants have been able to 

access from the soil and should be done when plants are actively growing. 
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